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City of Berkeley

Attn: Jordan Harrison, Planning Dept
2120 Milvia St.

Berkeley, CA 94704

Thank you for submitting the annual progress report on
your jurisdiction's housing element for the period of

F1ocalor Q005 20Dk

The report was received by the department on

[3/R /¢

Submission of the annual progress report satisfies one of
the eligibility requirements for the Department's Workforce
Housing Reward Program.

If you have any questions or would like additional
information on the Workforce Housing Reward Program,
please contact us at (916) 445-4728 or visit our website at
www.hcd.ca.gov/faiwhrp.
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City of Berkeley Housing Element: Summary of Implementation Program, 2001-2006
2086 Progress Report

Respeonsible Unit of Measure/ Actions Taker to Implement Assessment of Effectiveness of Actions/
Gozls/Frograms Agency Potentlalt Action 2607 Target Program by December 2006 Outcomes
Units At Risk of Housing Met change in nnits at { Ongoing monitoring Since 2001, no project-based Section &
Conversion Department! risk units or properties from the City's 2001
BHA Housing Element Table 3% have converted,

or provided required notice of intent 1o
convert. The property that did convert is
now in contract for acquisition as 100%
affordable housing by a Berkeley-based
non-profit housing developer and manager,
Affordable Housing Associates, Inc,

Housing Trust Fund mMocmEm Units affordably 350 OEucEm two requests for _:ouomm_ 12 projects involving 465 new units have
Departinent subsidized processes conducted in FY 2003 and received funding reservations during these
FY 2005, Next round is anticipated for  two rounds, and $17 million has been
......... L e FY 2007 atesrbest, reserved for new copstructien.
Housing Trust Fund  Housing Review and Completed Amended April 16, 2002, Council New approach 1o rent and sale price
and Inclesionary Department amendment of Resolution No. 61,497-N.§, calculations creates Iarper gradient between
Ordinance honsing cost/square large 1,000 square feet) and s3mall units
footage puidelines {<700 square feet} than older scheme. No
nrwsmm in income guidelines from 2004 to
Inclusionary Emuéam & Revisions to Year 208203 Condo _...:o_sm amendments unowﬁm Umzdmouuﬂ interest in &QQSEN
Housiog Ordinance Housing Depts. Oxdinance January 27, 2004; This provision condomirum projecis significantly
. sunselted in early 2006, however, and  increased duning 2004, and has contimted
the City of Berkeley amended its into 2005. About 10 projects are in the
inclusionary ordinance in 2006 to City's permit review process representing
restrict condomininm sales pricestoe 3 667 new vondominium uns for Berkeley.
. times 80 percent of AWM. The Chty Oiher properties may convert to

algo adopted its first in-lieu fee option  condominium owuership to meet increased
so that developers may choose to pay  demand for affordable homeownership

a fee to the City’s Housing Trust Fund  opportunities for first-titne buyers.

rather than incorporate melusionary

housing units in their properties.

Page 2 0f 14
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City of Berkeley Housing Element: Summary of Implementation Program, 2001-2006

2006 Progress Report
Responsible Unit of Measure/ Actions Taken to Implement Assessment of Effectiveness of Actions/
Goals/Programs Agency Potential Action 2007 Target Program by December 206 Outcontes
Condominiur Planning & Net change in units 98 2003 Berkeley amended its Additional refinements to the condominium
Conversion Ordinance  Housing Depis. converted 1o condominium comversion ordinance 0 conversion ordinance and to Planming and
condomimiura reduce the affordable housing impact  Development Department adminisirative
ownership fee and make it financially feasibleto  procedures are scheduled to be addressed in
convert 100 rental imits annually to Iate 2006 and early 2007 Civy staff
condominium form of ownership. convenes a Condominium Conversion
Working Group to address administrative
and cocrdination issues with ordinance
OO .- 1.1 SOOI .
Energy Housing Units weatherized 300 ﬁcEHmEQ mhn_.au.‘ Services CESC repaired a total of 560 units between
Conservation Department Corporation conrasts with the City to Judy 2002 and June of 2005, In FY 2006,
operate its Home Safety and Repair CESC repaired homes of an additional 143
Program very low-income and senior and disabied
homeowner clients.
Low-Income Public  BHA " Lease-up rate 95%
Housing L1PH units are leased vp io 94.4 percent.
Housing Maintenanee
Seniors and Housing Units rehabilitated 50 Ongolng program for seniors and Since 2002, SFRP has overseen
Disabled Home Department and improved disabled perscns to obtain needed rehabilitation and/or seismic retrofit of 22
Improvement Loan repairs and seismic retrofit of their units, benefiting 24 low-income individuals
Program homes. living in Berkeley.
Housing Code Housing Units with 1,750 Ongoing administration of housing From the start of 2002 through June 2685,
Enforcement Department owstanding code inspection services. Berkeley's reactive housing code
vialations resolved enforcement program saw 770 cases
opened. These investigations revealed
4,485 bousing code violations durmg the
period, and the City was sble to resolve
3,896 of them.
During ¥Y 2006, another 183 cases were
activated, with 1,445 violations revealed.
Amother 1,471 violations were resolved in
that .wroiDL Tn FY 20607 %ﬁ.ﬁ?qbl..?f
records show 88 new cases activated; 357
Fl5new violatons were identified, and 402
A2%90ther violations were resolved.
Page 3 of 14




City of Berkeley Housing Element: Summary of Implementation u#um_.m:r 2001-2006
2006 Progress Report

Actiens Taken to Implement
Program by December 2006

Assessment of Effectiveness of Actions/
Duicomes

In 2001, City placed RHSP on a self
certification basis: property owners
now complete a checklist of housing
quality measures whenever they take
On a new lenant.

From start of 2002 through June 2003,
Beikelev's proactive Rental Housing Safety
Program (RHSP} opened up 1,863 cases,
resulting in identification of 2,282
violations. Of these, 2,218 violations were
cleared and resolved during the period.

In FY 2006, 337 new RHSP cases,
idemifying 1,204 violations. 1.094
viofations were resoived during the year.
Year-to-Date in FY 2006: 23 new cases
identifying 16 new violations. YTD 206
viglations were resolved,

Responsibie Unit of Measure/

ogls/Programs Agency Potential Action 2007 Target
:mal Howsing Housing Units inspected for 16,000
tv Program Drepartment safety
3 460 Lead-Safe Housing Units subject to 50
k Practices Department Housing staff

supervision to snsure

lead-safe work

practices
isaster Mitigation:  Planming &  Single family units 1,200
mic Permit Fee Housing Depis. retrofitied
ver

The City discontinued its lead-based
paint abatement program, but has
continued to comply with HUD and
state requirsments {o ensure that
federally- and state-funded
rehabilitation work is handled with
respect to residents' and workers'

protection from lead-based paint, dust,

elc.

The program to waive BP fees for
geismic retrofit projects ended 7/1/04.
Standards for retrotfit are being
amd_n_owma

Page 4 of 14

From 2002 to 2604, the City rernediated 8
properties for lead-based paint by ensuring
that painting conmactors have applied lead-
safe work practices using CDBG funds.
During 2003, the City is cumrently working
on 12 additional properties involving a total
of 15 units. Throngh the City's Public
Health Division in FY 2006, the City
coordinates lead-based paimt remediation in
Berkeley through the Alameda County
Lead Poisoning Prevention Program,
including case mansgement of lead-
poisoned children and refated
envirommental inveigations. Paint
evaluations, hazard control, and clearances
have been incorporated into the City's
Seniors and Disabled Rehab Loan Program
to comply with federal Lead-Safe Housing
raleg,
Approximately $675,000 in building permit
fees were waived between January 2002
and July 2004; over 1 800 housing units,
mostiy SFDS, were chmx&
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City of _wmm.w.m_mw Housing Element: Summary of Implementation Program, 2001-2006

2006 Progress Report
Responsible Unit of hMeasurs/ Actions Taken to Implement Assessment of Effectiveness of Actions/
Gozals/Programs Apgency Potential Action 2007 Target Program by December 2006 Qutcomes
Disaster Mitigation:  Planaing & URM buildings Original URM  Updated standards; Notice & QOrders  [nventory of Potentially Hazardous
URMs Housing Depts. retrofitted building list issued and recorded with County; Building reduced from year 2000°s 303
completed warming placards provided; more than  buildings to 48. Buildings with 12
1,000 contacts wiik owners, agents, residential units resiain, down from year
ete. 10 citations issued; fve new 2060°s 543 units.
buildings added.
Disaster Mitigation:  Planning & Sofl-story building Completed  Assessment corpleted: 397 buildings  In November 2005, Council passed an
Soft-Story Buildings Housing Depts. strategy with 5 or more residentia] unils ordinance that within two years, owners of
g containing about 5,000 units buildings containing 5 or more dwelling
1dentified. A soft story condition is units with petentially, soft, weak or open

characterized by large openings for front (SWOE) ground floors are required 1o
storefronts and/or parking spaces on provide an engineer's report 1o the city that

one or more sides of the building, analyzes the deficiencies and recommends

creating inadeguate lateral support for  a strengthening program to abate

the structure above. weaknesses. Notices have been issued 10

335 buildiags,
Expansion of Housing Supply
Permit Fee Waivers  Planning & Affordable uniis 150  The City minimizes permit fee Roughly $335,000 in fees were deferred for

for Affordable Housing Depts. benefitting from waivers due to concern about koss of  three affordable housing projects in 2006,
Housing permit fee waivers revenue; however, fee deferraly are an

effective tool because they allow
postponed payment antil the project is
completed and earns income.

Housing Trus¢ Fund  Housing New units 304 Ongoing administration of the City's Since FY 2002, 465 nnits in 12 projects
Department constructed Housing Trust Fund providing heve been approved for funding. Of these,
funding to proposed housing four projects have been completed totaling
developments in Berkeley. 90 units (inchiding 46 for disabled residents

and 39 for seniors). Four buildings are
under construction totaling 258 units (106
for senior housing, and 148 for families and
artisans}, 4 new units of family-oriented
transitional honsing wers completed in this
period as well.

Page50of 14
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City of _wmn_arww Housing Element: Summary of lmplementation Program, 2001-2006

2036 Progress Report
Responsible £nit of Measure/ Actions Taken fo Fmplement Assessment of Effectiveness of Actions/
Goals/Programs Agency Potential Action 2007 Target Program by December 2006 QOutcomes

Housing Mitipation = Office of Econ Ynits constracted 5¢ Ongomng collection of housing in-lieu  Since FY 2002, the City collected and
Fees from Non- Development resulting from fees fees on non-residential development alloeated through its Housing Trust Fund
cesidential coliects funds — based on equivalent under Ordinance No. 6179 and $706,078 in housing mitgation fee revenue
development Housing value Resolution No. 56,912-N.S. and used these funds to assist with

Department construction of 4 new buildings totaling
allocates funds 152 units. No new reventies from this
source were received during FY 2006.

Inclusionary Planning & Restricted Units 504 Ongoing administration of the City's  From January 2001 throngh December
Housing Housing Depts. constructed Zoning Ordinance in the framework of 2006, 29 projects (including ones utilizing
Ordinance/State State Density Bonus Iaw, California the Inclusionary Ordinance and’or State
Density Bonus Government Code Saction 65915 et Density Bonus law} were issued building

seq. permits for affordable anits within mixed-
income projects as follows: 387 VLiand
LI units.

Inclusiopary Planning & Market Rate Units 765 Ongoing administration of the City's Trom January 2001 fhrough December
Housing Housing Depts. construcied Zoning Oedinance in the framework of 2006, 29 projects {including ones utilizing
Ordinance/State State Deasity Bonus law, California the fuclusionary Ordinance and/or State
Density Bonus Govenmment Code Section 63915 et Density Bonus law} were issued building

seq. permits for market-rate units within mized-
income projects as follows: 828 Moderate
and Above Moderate income units,
Specizl Needs Housing

Transitionat Planning & Zoning revisions Completed - no
Housing for Victims of Housing Depis, Zoning
TDromesstic Violence Ordinance None.

amendments
........... e wereadopted. - N
HIV/AIDS Housing  Housing Renewal and 25 Program discontinued - Program Section 8 Housing Choice Viguchers,
Department expangion of clients were transitioned to Section 8 provide them with permasent and deeper
clientele Housing Choice Vouchers. subsidies than they received from the
HIV/AIDS Housing Assistance program.
Page 6 of 14
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City of Berkeley Housing Element: Summary of Implementation Program, 20601-2006

Unit of Measure/
Potential Action

Respoasible
Agency

2006 Progress Report

Actions Taken to Implement
2007 Target Program by December 2006

Assessment of Effectiveness of Actions/
Quicomes

Homelessness

Prevention Program

Renewal and
expansion of
clientcle

Housing
Department

150 Ongoing administration of the HPP is
contracted by the City to Eden
Council for Hope and Opportunity,
Inc. of Hayward.

Relocation
Assistance

Housing
Department

Ongoing relocation
support to affected
tenants of city-
subsidized housing
projects, fire damage,
or environmental
remediation
problems,

73 Relocation information and referral
activities are ongeing through web-
based and siaff-based efforts.
Relocation services {0 tenants residing
in projects to be rehabilitated and
iechnical assistance to owners are
provided,

Page 7 of 14

Over FY 2004 and FY 2005, HPP provided
information, referral, and cash assistance to
221 individuals and households to avoid
eviction and potential homelessness.
During FY 2006, ancther 83 low-income
Berkeley residents were provided with cash
grants 1o prevent bouts of homelessness.
Another 122 persons received information
and referrai services from HPP.

Between 2002 and 2004, outreach and
information to 15 tenants and owners
facing displacement due to fire damage; 22
residents of Harrison House emergency
shelter were emporarily relocated to allow
UST remediation o occur; 1 tenant was
displaced from = blighted property, and 52
tenants were temporarily refocated from a
60-unit buslding in west Berkeley
undergoing rehabilitation. In FY 2003, The
City résponded to direct requests for
assistance from 54 tenants and 11
landlords, end also coordinated terporary
displacement of 91 tenants-at Harriet
Tubman Terrace for improvements made to
cach unit. Provided ongoing referrals and
information to homeowners, tenants, and
{endlords. In FY 2006, 14 tenants facing
eviction or otherwise at risk of
displacement contacted the City for
referrals for legal and advocacy services, In
addition, 5 elderly and dizabled
homeowners served by the Seniors and
Disabled Rehabilitation Home Loan
Progrem received relocation assistance
during FY 2006.
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provisions during FY 2004 and FY
2005. Plang were forwarded to the
California Depariment of Mental

Health by the July 1, 2006, deadline.

2006 Progress Report
Responsible Unit of Measure/ Actions Taken 1o Tmplement Assessment of Effectivencss of Acdons/

Goals/Programs Apency Potentiai Action J007 Target Program by December 2006 Outcomes

Shelter Plns Care Housing Units assisting SPC 150 Ongoing administration of the Shelter  The Shelter Plus Care Program continues to
Program Department clients Plus Care Program ineludes serve 198 formerly homeless persons—the

coordination of intake services by City'’s most importani program for housing

several service providers, case the homeless. In FY 2006, the Program:

management, and maintenance of a exceeded its outcome goals, assisting 39

stable of landlords willing to rent to new unduplicated individuals and familiss.

formerty homeless, disabled Bertkeley also implemented its new Shelter

1ndividuals. Plus Care COACH grant, representing 11
new units in the program. Population
targeted includes single adulis with serious
mental illness andior ehronic history of
substance abunse, and who are frequent
users of emergency medical and psychiatric
services. H 1s anticipated these units will
help with implementation of the Mentai
Health Services Act here in northern
Alameda County,

Updating of Housing Updating Completed Sponsoring agencics of the Alameda The Multi-Plan was adopted by the
Berkeley Homeless Department Couniy-wide Homeless and Special Berkeley City Council in May 2006 on
Plan Needs Housing Plan (“NMuli-Plag”) Plasning Commission and Mayor's

released the Multi-Plan in July 20035, recommendation, The Multi-Plan was
subsequently repamed by Alameda County.
1t is called "Everyone Home."

Mental Health Berkeley Mental m_mhmmbm-i: T ,-:!----N.ummm_.ummﬂmm -..mm.ﬂw,.m,wwnmra_nw staff fromboth LCity of Berkeley plan .«w.mwmmnﬁ_ﬁ& and
Services Act Healih plans depariments parlicipated in both contains alternatéive funding scenarios
Implementation Division’Housing Berkeley and Alameda County-wide depending on ontcome of funding
Planning Department planning efforts to implement MHSA  allocation nezotiations under way with

Alameda County and the California
Drepartment of Mentat Health.

Page Bof 14
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City of Berkeley Housing Element: Summary of Implementation Program, 2001-2006

at 711 Harrison Street in west
Berkeley, intended to serve 10
farilies.

units constructed

2006 Progress Report
Responsible Unit of Measuref Actions Taken to Implement Assessment of Effectiveness of Actions/
Goals/Programs Agency Paotential Action 2047 Target Program by December 2006 Outcomes
Homeless Hoeusing Full integration of Operating  During FYs 2004 and 2005, Berkeley  Toegether with Ajameda County and City of
Management Department HMIS into systems worked with community agencies to Oakdand, accomplishments include:
Information Systems continuum of care implement HMIS to further use of identifving agency implemestation teams;
operations data-driven policy. During FY 2006, developing agency privacy notice; tailoring
the City of Berkeley collaborated with  data elements to each individual agency’s
Alamweda County and homeless reporting sequirements; creating agency
service providers to introduce dataflow charts, and a number of other
InHOUSE system of MIS into agreements and consent forms needed to
agencies' operations, provide teaining,  implement BMIS. Reports generated
and troubleshoot chatlenges in automatically during FY 2606.
wgmmmaﬁm service usage repors,
Homeless Housing  Housing TH Beds and " 'S0hedsand Housing Trust Fund loan to Sankofa Sankofz House, 4 units of transitional
Department supportive housing 125 units House, 4 usits of transitional housing  family housing, completed by carly 2005

and placed into operation. City of Berkeley
is changing policy direction, however,
away from completing more transitional
housing in favor of allocating resources and
program effort to permanent supportive
housing and “housing first” approaches 10
serving the segments of the homeless that
are most difficult 1o serve.

Southside Area Plan  Plarming
Department and
UC Berkeley
Physical &
Environmental
Planning

Uﬂwm&ﬁmm»

Relationship with ¢the University of Califerniz and Other Public Institutions
Plan adopticn by completed and  Draft Southside Plan available to
both institutions edopied, public, and CEQA review process is
implementation nearing vompletion.
in progress

Fair and Accessible Housing

Status unchanged since 2005 progress
report, Draft EIR is in preparation
including coordination with regional fransit
agencies regarding trangportation issues.

Housing
Department

Opposition to New
Housing Construction

Berkeley actively defends affordable housing developments that face litigation
on pretense of CEQA review inadequacy. Currently, a project at 1698 University
is in litigation over height and weassing issues,

Page 9 of 14

This calendar year the City of Berkeley was
not the subject of suils related to housing
projects. The City worked with

SBJIF—J)L:\.’\— )t-t.\:..qs e drreidiaa $a
pehyioh g e Sepepeeer . o e ——

redesign 1201 San Pabio a proposed 27-
umit project at Hamrison Street in northwest
Betkeley.
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2006 Progress Report
Responsible Unit of Measnre/ Actions Taken te Implement Assessment of Effectiveness of Actions/
Goals/Programs Agency Potential Action 2007 Target Program by December 2006 QOutcomes
Update Analyvsisof  Housiag Updating Completed  Analysis of Impedireents was updated  Berkeley continues to fund community

Tmpedirnents

during Fiscal Year 2005 as part of
new 5-vear Consolidated Plan for
Housing ond Community
Develgpment, 2005-2(10. Fair
honsing issues were discussed in 2006
Annval Action Plan,

Properdes with
accessibility
1MProvements

Independent Living

DEC-21-08 4:12PM;

Berkelev continues to coniract with
the Center for Independent Living to
operate the Residential Access for
Disabled Persons Program (RADP)
providing disgbled access ramps.
wheelchair lifts, and other disabled
accessibility improvensents at the
homes of dizabled Berkeley residents..

service providers Housing Rights, Inc., and
Fast Bay Commanity Law Center to
address fair and accessible housing needs
of fow-income Berkeley residents.

Between 2002 and June 2005, 51 umits have
been retrofitied with various interfor or
exterior improvements that mercase
accessibility of housing owned by low-
income seniors and disabled individuals
throughout Berkeley. In FY 2006, ancther 9
ramps and lifts for low-income and
disabled Berkeley residents were
completed..

Housing Rights,  Complainis

Inc./East Bay
Community Lawe
Center/ Housing

Discrimination

510 081 7420;
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{HRI) to investigate and address
complaints of discrimination on race
and other protected classes. In
addifion, HR1 provides outreach
through public service
announcements, its web site
{www.housinpriphis.org), and tabling
at local festivals, HRI also conducts
workshops to educate public and
governmemt workers about fair and
accessible housing law and related
issues, Berkeley also funds the East
Bay Community Law Center
(EBCLC} to provide low and no-cost
legal services to Fast Bay low-income
communities, especially in the areas
of avoiding eviction, information and
outreach, counseling, direct
representation and case management,
negotiation, and advocacy in court and
administrative proceedings.

HRE: Between 2002 and June 2003, HRI
has assisted 203 clients with fair housing
complaints and discrimination
investigations. In FY 2006, HRI assisted 69
households with fair housing complaints.

EBCLC assisted 157 clients between 2002
and Tune 2005 with free legal zervices and
advocacy in the areas of housing, benefits,
and HIV disease. In FY 2005, EBCLC
reported serving 93 low-income Berkeley
residents, 51 of which were served with
CDBG funds and avoided eviction through
favorable court outcomes from EBCLC
Interventon.
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2006 Progress Report
Responsible Uxit of Measore! Actions Taken to Implentent Assessment of Effectiveness of Acliens/
Goals/Programs Agency Patential Action 2007 Target Program by December 2006 Qutcomes
Affirmative Macketing ~ Housing Marketing plans 75 Nen-profit developers of special needs  This Unit of Measure should be lowered i in
of Vacant Subsidized Department momnitored housing routinely market their units the next Housing Element to reflect a more
Units through special needs rervice reatistic number of properties. Berkeley

providers. For-profit developers of
inclugionary units work with the City

to income-qualify households in
advance of lease-up. For-profit

developers are alse referred to social
service apencies and the City's Shelter
Pius Care Program for new tenants.

experienced progress in affirmatively
marketing new affordable housing uits
since adoption of the Housing Element in
Decermber 2001.

Housing Trust Fund: Since 2002, 46 uniis
are targeted 1o disabled individuals, 4 to
homeless families as transitional housing,
and 68 as senior housing. Of another 219
units in funding or permit review, 79 are
targeted to senior housing.

Tnclusionary Ordinance: Since the end of
2002, 232 rental uniis were constructed in 4
large multi-family rental properties, of
which a total of 50 units had restricted
rents. Developers of these properties fill at
least half them with borh Section § and
Shelter Plus Care program tenants, which
are monitored by the Berkeley Housing
Authority and Shelier Plus Care staff. City
regulatory agreements and resale control
documents require affinmative marketing
and the City mainiains a list of inferesied
persons who are notified when new
condominium, units come up for sale. In
addition, the City refers developers fo
agenciss for qualified tenants, to the Home
Buyer Assistance Center in Oakland for
first-time home buyers and to the Berkeley
Housing Authority™s Section & First-Time
Homebuyer's Program for potential buvers,
Finally, one Section 8 tenant used the

L O U QU & RS, SR T RO R+ RS ]
AL S b lr.a.(.ﬁ:uyham- A RMRALIA AL T W A W

Homeowner Purchase Program to purchase
a condominium unit in 2003.

Page 11 of 14
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2006 Progress Report
Respoasible Usnit of Measuare/ Actions Taken to Implement Assessment of Effectiveness of Actiongf
Goals/Programs Potential Action W07 Target Program by December 2006 Outcones
Regional Cosperation
Regional Approach Participation in Continuing  See updating of Homeless Plan, Since 2002, these collaborative approaches

e Homelessness

County-wide forum

above. Also, Berkeley annually

collaborates with Cakland, Alameda

County and the county-wide

continunm of care courcil to rank
proposals and coordinate submission
of the County’s Supportive Housing

Program application.

Regional Enﬁ_bm
Needs Allocalion
Process

Regional Shelier
Plus Care Activities

muammm_mmmon i
region-wide forum

ﬂEES.m and
Development

Meeting RENA vait
targets

have proved highly effective for Berkeley
as well as other jurisdictions in Alameda
County, Camulative SHP funding from the
U.S., Department of Urban Development
since 2002 was $18.3 million directly
granted to Berkeley agencies, and 1o
agencies who provided services and
supportive housing to homeless people in
the County, including Berkeley. In FY
2006, Berkeley agencies received another
$4.2 million in direct awards, and another
$2.32 million in indirect awards from SHP.

Continning  Berkeley S+C staff participate in
repular ongoing regional meetings of

Managers from throughout the Bay

The regional forum has effectively
addressed commaon jssues facing S+C
programs, including Berkeley's, such as
HUD's policies concerning grant program
overleasing, management of waiting lists,
and regewal applicaions,

Ongoing administration of the City's
Housing Trust Fund, Inclusionary
Housing Ordinance, and state Density
Bonus reguirements providing funding

and permit entittements 1o proposed
housing developments in Berkeley.
City continues to monitor its own

See wb:mEm production figures above in
Housing Production section of this report.
Next Regional Housing Needs allocation
process will commence in 2007, with
eventual update of the City of Berkeley
Housing Element due io State HCD in June
2009.

other Shelier Plas Care Program
Arca
T1369bythe
end of 2007
housing production.
Page 12014
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2006 Progress Report
Responsible Tnit of Measure/ Actions Taken to Implernent Assessment of Effcetiveness of Actions/
Goals/Programs Agency Potential Action 2007 Farget Program by December 2006 Outcomes
Public Participation in Housing Decisions
Housing Advisory Housing Comrnission Contimeing Housing Department staf¥ continue The HAC is hiphly effective at providing
Commission Department administration administering monthly pubtic recommendations to the City Council on
meetings of the HAC. The HAC meets  Housing Trust Fund proposals, Community
weekly from January through March ~ Development and Emergency Shelter grant
1o develop Hs community agency poposals from community agencies, and in
allgcation. recommmendations to the hearing building and housing code appeals,
Berkeley City Council, They have also been instrumentat in
addressing condeminium conversion
ordinance amendment issues, and have
participated actively in joint commission
deliberations on Density Bonus
implementation issues with the Planning
Comroission and the Zoning Adjustments
||||||||||||||||||||||| - - o —— e ————— e FETEEE womHmr - -
Article XXXIV of Housing Monitoring of Atticle Continuing  The City of Berkeley volers Since passage of Measure Z, approved new
California Constitution  Depanment 34 units overwhelmingly approved Measure Z  construction projects have reduced the
in 2000 with 71 .4 percent of the vote,  City's remaining authorify to 299 units,
adding 500 units of Article 34
authority fo the City's capacity for
{inancing developraent of new low-
e et s e e cost housing in Berkeley. )
Planning Flacning and Commissien Continuing  Planning staff continue administering  The Planning Commissicn provided
Commission Deveclopment adnministration - public mectings of the Planning recommexndations {0 the City Council on
Department Commission every 2nd and 4ith zoning ordinance revisions infended o
Wednesday of the month. address a loophole in the City's
inclusionary housing ordivance; providing
for an inclusionary in-lieu fee for
condominium units to provide greater
funding for the City's Housing Trust Fund;
and facilitate less controversial density
bonus projects.
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Responsible Unit of Measare/ Actions Taken to Implement Assessment of Effectiveness of Actons/
Goals/Frograms Agency Potential Action 2007 Target Program by December 2006 Dutcomes
Berkeley Homeless  Housing Cornmission Continuing Housing Department staff continue The Homeless Commission is highly
Commission Department administration adminisiering monthly public effective ar providing recommendations to
meetings of the Homeless the City Council an homeiess policy
Commission. The Homeless raateers, and homeless service provider
Commission has begun holding funding proposals.
annual joiat hearings on community
needs with both the Housing Advisory
Commission and the Hupan Welfare
S R e e enn. 08 CoOmumunity Action Commission. - e
Consolidated Housing Annual Continuing CAPERSs submitted annually for PYs ~ CAPERs show that Berkeley works
Plan/CDBG Funding Department administration 2000 through 2¢05. Anpual Action dilipently to meet iis ConPlan goals and
Process Plans completed annually for PYs objectives year-in and year-ont. HUD
2001 through 2606, Housing issued a community assessment report
Department complated a new S-year praising the City's efforts in all areas of its
Consolidated Plan during Y 2005 for  community development programs.
Area Plan Processes  Planning & Review and Continging Downtown Area Plan Advisory The DAPAC recently beld a public mecting
Housing Depts. implementation Coramittee {DAPAC) is developing and worlkshop on housing and homeless
recommendations for the downtown iessues in dovntown Berkeley, and will
area, including those related 1o incorporate this issue in their recommended
housing density. See also Southside policies, Southside Plan Draft EIR is still in
Plan, above. preparation,
General Planning & Annusl evaluation Continuing  Amendments requested by State HCD  The amendments are intended to enable
Plan/Housing Element  Housing Depts. clarilying language in the City’s State HCD to fully and unconditionaliy
Update Process conditionally certified Housing certify City of Berkeley's Housing Element

as in compliance with state housing
clement Taw,
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. C. Progress towards mitigating governmental constraints

Cousistent with Government Code Sections 65400 and 65583(c)(3), this report addresses
the City of Berkeley’s progress toward mitigating governmental constraints o the
maintenance, improvement and development of housing as identified in the Berkeley
Housing Element, The Berkeley Housing Element identifies and describes aspects of the
Cit'r's Zoning Ordinance and permit review process that have the potential to constrain
development of housing. The main constraints relate to the uncertainty and length of the
pro, ect teview process, including:

Lar d use conflicts and costs of delay

» “Processing time to secure discretionary land use entitlement permits” can last from
nine months to over a year, This delay incurs costs for the developers that reduce the
feasibility of housing development projects.

s Other “delays through appeals of land use, landmark, or other decisions” also add to
these costs. '

Unuertainty of Berkeley’s zoning standards
s The inability to construct residential projects as of right.
» The finding of non-detrimnent “lacks [a] better definition of what constitutes

¢ The possibility of multiple appeals.
o Uncertainty makes it more difficult to secure financing and increases costs, thus
deterring some developnient,

Inc usionary Ordinance
s In a weak housing market, inclusionary housing requirements can make housing
projeets less feasible, :

Zoring Ordinance reguirements
» The standards for parking, open space, and setbacks “can further reduce the amount
of buildable space allowed on a property™ and thus reduce the residential yield.

The: Housing Element, as amended in 2003, describes the historical background that led
to some of these constraints. The Neighborhood Preservation Ordinance (NPQ), enacted
in 1973 by a vote of the Berkeley electorate, set the course for Berkeley's highly
discretionary development review process by requiring a use permit for nearly all new
residential construction and cstablishing the non-detriment eriterion.! Berkeley residents
continue to insist upon a discretionary public review process for new residential and

' BMC Section 23B.32.040.A. “The Board may approve an application for a Use Permit, either as
subtaitted or as modified, only upon finding that the establishment, maintenance or operation of the use, or
the vonstruciion of a building, sttusture or addition thereto, inder the circumstances of the particular case
exis ing at the ime at which the application is granted, will not he detrimental to the health, safety, peace,
moxls, comfort or general welfare of persons residing or working in the area or neighborhood of such
prof osed use or be detrimental or injurious to property and improvements of the adjacent propetties, the
surrunding area or neighburhood or to the general welfare of the City.”

Page 1 of 3
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commercial development that addresses neighborhood issues (such as traffic, noise, light
and view impacts, and parking concerns) and the potential for community detriment, The
Citr’s use permit review process for new residential construction seeks to balance the
interests of existing Berkeley residents with the need to provide additional housing for
the growing Bay Area population by fulfilling the requirements of the State’s Regional
Housing Needs Assessment, and provide applicants with constitutional due process in
consideration of their property rights to develop.

To 1ddress the increased cost of housing resulting from the reduced housing production
caused by the NPO, the citizens of Berkeley enacted a Rent Stabilization QOrdinance in
1980. Additionally, the City adopted an Inclusionary Ordinance that requires new
dev:lopment to include a percentage of below market rate units, and in 1990 the City
cre: ted the Housing Trust Fund to fund permanently affordable units,

Citr programs that lessen the constraints on housing development described above
mainly involve those improving the use permit revicw process,

1. Pre-application review - The Planning Department continues to use the pre-
application process to provide feedback on potential development projects. This
process was improved in 2006 with a formal pre-application form and fee, and
remains popular with project applicants because it identifies issues early and
facilitates a more efficient usc permit review process.

o~

Projcet Roundtable — Interdepartmental review early in the use permit process
identifies issues before the project is approved, thus avoiding the delay of use
permit modifications identified during the building permit review process. This
speeds up the use permit and building permit review processes and includes fire,
transportation, building code, and zoning code review.

3. Expedited Permit Processing — The Department continues to offer expedited
permit processing to use permil applicants. In 2006, 26 projects made use of this
scrvice speeding up the use permit review of numerous residential and mixed-use
projects. Program implementation and tracking was improved lcading to roughly
one-third of our workload making use of the program.

1. Fee deferrals for affordable projects — The Department continues to provide fee
deferrals for affordable housing projects. Tn 2006, three projects totaling 201 units
(two renovations, one new construction) received fee deferrals. Deferrals allow
postponement of payment until the project is completed and earning income.

el
A

Density Bonus Joint Subcoramittec - The City Council appointed a Joint

Subcommittee to review the procedures for processing density bonus projects.
This Subcommittee developed recommendations designed to facilitate project
review and decision-making by the Zoning Adjustments Board to achieve less
controversial density bonus projects, which should encourage more residentia)
development. In September 2006, the City Council adopted recommendations
prepared by staff, however they were repealed after failure of California State

Page 2 of 3
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Proposition 90 and will be reviewed by the Planning Commission prior o re-
adoption, The Subcommittee will continue to work on improving the review
process for density bonus projects.

6. Zoning Amendments to allow Inclusionary Conde In-licu fee — The Council
adopted zoning amendments allowing a fee to be paid in lieu of providing
construction of new inclusionary condo units. The in-lieu fee provides Housing
Trust Fund money that can be used to create affordable housing units, and will
fund the construction of a greater number of affordablc units than would have
otherwise been required by the City’s Inclusionary Ordinance.

7. Landmarks Preservation Ordinance — In December 2006 the City Council adopted
a revised ordinance that clarifies the process for designating historic buildings and
vequires a historic determination early in the project application process. These
revisions will reduce uncertainty for applicants and speed up the project review
Process,

8. Downtown Area Plan ~ The City Council appointed a Downtown Area Plan
Advisoty Committee to develop recommendations for a new downtown plan. The
Committee has focused on the issuc of residential density in the downtown as
well as special necds housing and homelessness.

To date, Berkeley has met 97% of its current RHNA goal of 1,269 units through 2006,
deraonstrating that Departmental efforts toward mitigating governmental constraints to
development have been successful. The City has met 73%, 85%, and 31% of its Very
Lo'w, Low, und Moderate unit allocations, respectively, compared to 34%, 30%, and 29%
for the Bay area as a whole, The City will continue to address these constraints to
development by clmifymg implementation of density bonuses and improving the
development review process.

The: City has also implemented programs geared towards mitigating governmental
constraints to the maintenance and improvement of housing. This includes an
Unreinforced Masonry program that involved the identification and required retrofit of
UE M buildings, including 343 residential units. The City also developed a soft-story
or¢inance to require the retrofit of soft-story buildings. There are over 600 residential
soil-story buildings in the City. The Department is in the process of drafting zoning
amendments to waive some of the discretionary zoning permits required for retrofitting of
UEM and soft-story buildings.
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